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Joe and Sylvia Reveman (center) on the field at Yankee Stadium 
 

Photo courtesy of the NY Yankees with assistance from Duke Castiglione, Sports Anchor, WNYW FOX 5 NY. 
 

 

On August 7, 2016 Combat Wounded Veterans of America and the New York Yankees honored WWII US Army Air 
Corps veteran and Purple Heart recipient Joseph Reveman during the 7th inning of their game vs. the Cleveland Indians 
at Yankee Stadium.  Joe flew as Radio Operator on the Howard Traeder Crew, 601st SQ.  Turn to page 3 for the story!
  
                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

“VETERAN OF THE GAME” 
 

Our own Joe Reveman, 601st SQ, honored at Yankee Stadium 
 
 

 

A Big THANK YOU to Our Widows for Sponsoring this Edition of Flak News! 
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MY FRIEND RUTHANNA 
By Dawne Dougherty 
 
 Tom and I first met Ruthanna and Wayne Doerstler at the 
Spokane Reunion in 1997.  We exchanged email addresses 
and saw each other at the reunions thereafter.  At the St. Paul 
reunion in 2001, Wayne was in a wheelchair and Tom was on 
a special diet.  Ruthanna and I snuck into a restroom and 
talked about what was going on in our homes.  Wayne was 
having small strokes and some days he was more aware of 
his surroundings than others.  Tom had pancreatic cancer 
and there was not much more to say about it. 
 
 Wayne died January 3 and Tom died January 17, 2002.  
Soon after, Ruthanna suggested we room together at the 
2002 reunion in Portland, but I really didn’t feel strong enough 
to do that.  I promised I would room with her in 2003, and we 
shared a room thereafter.  Then she suggested we go to the 
60th Anniversary of D-Day.  I had to be convinced.  Even 
though I had never shed so many tears on a trip before, we 
had a wonderful time.  It was because of my friendship with 
Ruthanna that I maintained a connection to the 398th BGMA. 
 
 Ruthanna supported this organization in many ways.  She 
attended EVERY reunion except Rapid City in 2014.  Wayne 
had a life membership, but after his passing, Ruthanna 
bought a life membership in her own name and continued to 
make contributions to Flak News on an annual basis.  She 
was among the first to become a Founding Member of the 
Nuthampstead Airfield Museum, and also among the first to 
purchase land for that museum. 
 
 Ruthanna died of pancreatic and liver cancer on March 20, 
2016.  She will be greatly missed, especially by me!!  In 
passing, she left the 398th an investment worth $34,000, 
supporting us to the end.   Bless you, dear Ruthanna  

 
…It reminded me of when we were kids and we would pick 
teams for our sand lot games.  Only this time it would be for 
more than just a game. 
 
Then the boredom was broken when the OIC called out, 
 

“Crew number 5040 
Pilot Griffin, Richard 
Co-Pilot Croce, Leo 
Navigator Kraft, Robert 
Bombardier Bender, Fred 
Engineer Top Turret Doerstler, Wayne 
Radioman Johnson, Floyd 
Waist Gunner Kral, George 
Waist Gunner Mattresse, John 
Ball Turret Gunner Sherrod, Frederick 
Tail Gunner Cohan, Daniel”… 
 

And the Griffin Crew was born. 
 
 Here was a grouping of strangers shaking hands, chattering 
nervously not realizing how closely tied our lives would 
become.  From Lincoln, all ten of us were sent to Rattlesnake 
Air Force Base Pyote, TX for our B-17 transition training.  
There we became a tightly knit crew, well prepared for what 
would be our upcoming assignment to the raging air war.  
Fortunately, it was to the 398th Heavy Bomb Group 602 
Squadron, Station 131, Nuthampstead, England with the 
Mighty Eighth Air Force. 
 
 Wayne was the glue that held the gunners on our crew 
together.  He was a natural leader and immediately had the 
respect of everyone on the Griffin Crew. 
 
 On mission days it was not unusual for Wayne to join Pop, 
me and the ground crew chief as we did our pre-take off 
inspection of our aircraft. 
 
 After landing from a mission, Wayne would meet with the 
ground crew chief to go over any mechanical problems we had 
encountered on the flight and to check out any battle damage 
on our plane before he headed off for the interrogation room. 
 

… Continued on Page 3  
Remembering Ruthanna and Wayne Doerstler 
 

By Leo R. Croce – Co-Pilot of the “Pop” Griffin Crew 
 
 I read the October 2016 issue of Flak News from cover to 
cover as I always do with all of them.  In this edition was the 
wonderful tribute to and story of Cecil “Tex” Moore as told by his 
loving family. 
 
 What caught my eye was the blocked announcement on page 
10 that the January 2017 Flak News will be a special tribute to 
Ruthanna Doerstler, a longtime member and friend of our 
Memorial Organization. 
 
 I had the privilege and good fortune to serve as co-pilot on the 
Richard “Pop” Griffin Crew on which Wayne Doerstler, 
Ruthanna’s husband, was our flight engineer top turret gunner – 
and a great one he was! 
 
 On April 10, 1944 several hundred of us airmen sat in a large 
assembly room at the Lincoln Army Air Base, Lincoln, Nebraska.  
We sat there and listened to the officer in charge (OIC) in his 
monotonous voice calling out an air crew number followed by 
the list of men who would make up that crew with the pilot’s 
name called first. As the names were called the men came 
forward and lined up behind their new pilot… 
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The Richard A. Griffin Crew – 602nd SQ 
September 26, 1944 

 

  Back row Left to Right: Front row Left to Right   

2Lt. Richard A. “Pop” Griffin, Pilot Sgt. Floyd Johnson, Radio 
2Lt. Leo R. Croce, Co-Pilot Sgt. Wayne Doerstler, Eng 
2LT. Robert A. Kraft, Navigator Sgt. George Kral, Togglier 
Sgt. Fred Sherrod, Ball Turret Cpl. Dan Cohan, Tail Gunner 

Sgt. J.S. Mattres, Waist Gunner  
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VETERAN OF THE GAME 
 

Continued from Page 1… 

        
    

Joe Reveman, the BRonx BomBeR 
 

By Stephen Vrattos 
 

The following article appeared in the November 2016 
issue of the North Shore Towers Courier newspaper, 
Queens, NY. 
 
 
 As a young teen, Joe Reveman used to play baseball in 
Macombs Dam Park, which lay in the shadow of the old Yankee 
Stadium in The Bronx.  Reveman recalls being a left-handed 
pitcher, dreaming one day of stepping onto the field of his 
beloved Yankees amid the cheers of the fans.  Eighty years 
later on Sunday, August 7, Reveman got his wish, not as a 
Southpaw on the squad of the Bronx Bombers, but as an 
honored guest, celebrated for his service to the country during 
World War II. 
 
 It wasn’t long after the teen stepped off the mound and into a 
B-17 Bomber as part of the 398th Bomb Group.  Reveman was 
only 18 when he was drafted upon graduation from DeWitt HS, 
but like most Americans during the Second World War, he was 
eager to fight for his country.  “I was excited to be part of a crew 
that would help win the war,” Reveman said. 
 
 But Reveman’s military career got off to an inauspicious start, 
he almost didn’t make it to England. Trained in Morse code at a 
base in Sioux City, South Dakota, Reveman was assigned the 
job of radio operator and back-up gunner on a B-17 Flying 
Fortress. Upon completion of their training, Reveman and the 
eight other members of his crew [the Howard Traeder Crew] 
took off for Nuthampstead, England, whence the 398th Bomb 
Group flew strategic bombing raids over Germany. 
 
 Each crew member was allowed to bring a few personal 
items. Ironically, for someone named “Joe,” Reveman was 
never one to drink coffee.  His beverage of choice was Yoo-
Hoo.  Without any way of knowing how long he’d be away from 
The States, Reveman wasn’t taking any chances on running out 
of his favorite drink, and loaded five cases of the chocolatey 
refreshment onto his transport plane. 
 
 Not long into the journey, however the original plan of 
stopping over in Reykjavik, Iceland, had to be scuttled due to 
adverse weather conditions and Reveman’s B-17 was rerouted 
to Bluie West airbase in Greenland.  “Greenland’ is a 
misnomer,” Reveman explained, “there’s nothing but ice!” 
 
 The steep mountains, which surrounded the Greenland base, 
made conditions for take-off and landing perilous for even the 
most seasoned flyer.  Exacerbating the conditions was the 
length of the runway, which was short due to the terrain, aircraft 
had to reach optimal speed and ascend quickly and steeply, 
while immediately banking, or else risk becoming a smear on 
one of the surrounding peaks.  For heavier planes, like the B-
17, this feat was particularly difficult.  As Reveman and crew 
hunkered down during take-off, one of the engines suddenly 
stalled.  The pilot attempted to abort, but the plane was already 
airborne, its landing gear stowed.  It fell back to the tarmac, 
skidding down a frozen Fjord in a fireball.  Miraculously, 
Reveman and the crew survived, though Reveman noted one 
loss… “Adios, Yoo-Hoo.”           
                                                                            
                                                                        … Continued on Page 10 
 
 
 
 

Remembering Ruthanna & Wayne Doerstler  
 

Continued from Page 2 
 
 On those air raids, while Pop and I flew the Big Bird, Wayne 
was either in his top turret gunner’s position scanning the sky for 
enemy fighters or always behind us on the pilot’s deck.  Here he 
closely observed the myriad of dials and gauges on the 
instrument panel, doing precise procedures in a variety of 
situations such as take-off, landing, transferring fuel, feathering a 
prop or preparing for an emergency landing. 
 
 He was also the guy who would switch to the portable oxygen 
tank and go aft to check things out when needed. 
 
 His pre-war experiences in the trucking industry in Lancaster, 
PA were invaluable in understanding the important mechanisms 
of the B-17. 
 
 I’m proud to say that the Griffin Crew was so good that it was 
selected as a lead crew by the time we had completed our 
seventeenth mission.  This meant that “brass” would now fly in 
the co-pilot’s seat and that meant I would become 
gunner/observer on missions. 
 
 Rather than serve in that position I opted to be the co-pilot on 
the Bill Comstock Crew, also a great air crew, where I completed 
my 35 mission tour of duty. 
 
 After the war, Ruthanna and Wayne were that same “glue” 
(again) that kept much of the Griffin Crew in touch.  Many 
summers they hitched their trailer to their car and visited crew 
members from Brooklyn, NY to various points in California. 
 
 Thoughtful as usual, one Christmas they sent each of the crew 
a coffee cup with the picture of our crew and our 602 Squadron 
logo on it. 
 
   And it was Ruthanna and Wayne who always called each 
spring urging us to attend the up-coming reunion of the 398th 
clan. 
 
 It is quite obvious that their ethic, dedication and loyalty 
carried over into the way Ruthanna and Wayne supported and 
participated in the 398th Memorial Association for so many 
years. 
 
 All of this is exemplified by Ruthanna’s donation of Wayne’s 
memorabilia and the money she bequeathed to our organization. 
 
 After Wayne passed away, Ruthanna and I kept in touch until 
my last Christmas card was returned - - Ruthanna had passed 
away. 
 
 You just know that Ruthanna and Wayne are the kind of 
people who are long and fondly remembered by many and 
especially by this friend and comrade.  
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Blanco,  Manuel 
Blanda,  Guido 
Blank,  Theodore P. "Ted" 
Blankenship,  G. W. 
Blehm,  Frederick W. 
Bley,  Winston C. 
Blum,  Lowell 
Bobbitt,  James M.S. 
Bodenheimer,  Herman 
Boeger,  Orville W. 
Boehme,  Alfred H. "Herb" 
Boersma,  Ted 
Bogard,  Williard B. 
Bogdanski,  Edward J. 
Bohn,  Jack L. 
Boland,  Walter Edlund 
Bolthouse,  Charles G. 
Bolton,  Vencil 
Boltz,  Phillip T. 
Bonanno,  Salvatore 
Bonasch,  Robert W. 
Bongiani,  Bruno 
Bonner,  Donald C. 
Booth,  James Byron 
Borchers,  Doyle J. 
Bordonaro,  Vincent L. 
Borgman,  Victor F. 
Bornstedt,  John W. 
Borts,  Donald E. 
Borys,  Raymond J. 
Bosshart,  Herbert    
Boswell,  Marion L. 
Bottoms,  Millard S. 
Bourke,  Joseph E. 
Bourlon,  Billy L. 
Bowcock, Jr.,  Harold Guy 
Bowe, Vincent A. 
Bowen, Jr.,  Robert T. 
Bowman,  Leonard L. 
Boyes,  Haskell 
Braddock,  Heyward M. 
Bradford,  Oliver William 
Bradley,  John A. 
Bradley, Jr.,  Frederick C. 
Brady,  Jack H. 
Bragg,  Harrie P. 
Braica, Jr.,  Benny 
Brandstatter,  John D. "Jack" 
Brass,  Ernest H. 
Bream,  Burt D. 
Breault,  Alfred L. 
Breimeyer,  Royal H. 
Brewer,  Darrell F. 
Brewer,  Val M. 
Bridges,  Clarence W. 
Brindley,  Earl M. 
Briody,  James J. 
Briskie,  Edward F. 
Britt,  Thomas F. 
Britton,  John H. 

 

 
 
 

Aasen,  Donald R. 
Abernathy,  John R. 
Adam,  Walter H. 
Adamek,  Edward 
Adams,  Eugene R. 
Adelman,  Joseph Paul 
Adkins,  Max E. 
Adleman,  Milo M. 
Agnew,  E. Harry 
Agnew,  Robert 
Agnone,  Anthony 
Akins,  Kenneth L. 
Albert,  Dwyer D. 
Albro,  Albert M. 
Alderson,  Richard 
Alessio,  Louis F. 
Alexander,  Claude 
Alfano,  John A. 
Alhadeff,  Isaac N. "Ike" 
Allare,  John E. 
Allen,  Bobby D. 
Allen,  George E. 
Allen, Jr.,  Stanley Woodruff 
Alpert,  Stanley 
Altman,  Frank 
Alves,  Alfred 
Alwood,  Joseph G. 
Amabile,  Nicholas R. 
Amer,  Gerald E. "Jerry" 
Anaya,  Alfredo 
Andersen,  Russell M. 
Anderson,  Allen C. 
Anderson,  Charles J. 
Anderson,  Earl W. "Andy" 
Anderson,  Frank P. 
Anderson,  John C. 
Anderson,  Norman R. 
Anderson,  Ralph G. 
Anderson,  Randolph D. 
Anderson,  Robert George 
Anderson,  Roy L. 
Anderson,  William G. 
Anderson, Jr.,  Emil R. 
Andreko,  Andrew 
Andrews,  Kenneth E. 
Anello, Jr.,  Henry J. "Red" 
Anglim,  Harold R. 
Aniello, John 
Arbogast,  Filbert E. "Phil" 
Arbuthnot, S. Edward 
Archer, George K. 
Ariotti,  Joseph 
Arlin,  Alan A. 
Armbruster, James Iven 
Armstrong, Harold Leo 
Armstrong,  Robert D. 
Armstrong,  Sidney A. 
Armstrong,  Walter G. 
Armstrong, Jr.,  Arthur E. 
Arndell,  James 

 

 
 
 

Brock, William J. 
Brockman,  James W. 
Broderick,  David J. 
Brokaw,  Raymond S. 
Brooks,  Harrison F. 
Brooks,  Henry A. 
Brown,  Arnold W. 
Brown,  Clyde R. 
Brown,  James C. 
Brown,  Joe E. 
Brown,  Lawrence 
Brown,  Logan Edwin 
Brown,  Orland D. 
Brown,  Paul W. 
Brown,  Richard 
Brown,  Robert E. 
Brown,  Samuel M. 
Brown,  Sidney 
Brown, Jr., Hillyer B. "Pete" 
Brozena, Jr.,  John M. 
Brubaker,  Franklin P. 
Brubaker,  Wayne L. 
Brumley,  Thomas Clayton 
Brunke,  Earl H. 
Brunsberg,  Arnold  N. 
Bryan,  George B. 
Bryan,  Virgil J. 
Bryant,  Edward M. 
Buchsbaum,  Louis 
Buck,  Chester S. 
Buck,  Herman J. 
Buckingham,  James S. 
Buckley,  Francis X. 
Buckley,  Thomas D. 
Buckowitz,  Stanley 
Buffalow,  Billy W. 
Bugbee,  Herbert A. 
Bur,  Nicholas J. 
Burke,  Alfred M. 
Burns,  Grady S. 
Burris, Jr.,  Thomas E. 
Burrit, Donald J. 
Burroughs,  Kirby W. 
Burton,  John  
Busbee,  Charles R. 
Buscani,  John P. 
Buschbaum,  Louis 
Buschle, Jr.,  Louis C. 
Bussard,  James L. 
Butler,  John E. 
Butts,  Donald L. 
Buvinger,  Davis C. 
Buzza,  Kenneth 
Cadoux,  Edmond R. 
Callahan,  Noel 
Cameron,  Carl C. 
Campbell,  Edward A. 
Campbell,  Homer J. 
Campbell,  Roger W. 
Campbell,  Thomas J. 

 

 
 
 

Campbell,  Thomas K. 
Campbell,  Van B. 
Campbell,  Wallis L. 
Campdon,  Alfred E. 
Cannon,  Floyd H. 
Canter,  Charles H. 
Cantrell,  Floyd 
Cantwell,  Robert Harvey 
Capen,  George H. 
Carlson,  Kenneth G. 
Carlton,  Donald P. 
Carr,  William R. 
Carrigg,  Richard F. 
Carter,  Nigel B. 
Carter,  Richard J. 
Carter,  Robert C. 
     (Saferite crew) 
Carter,  Robert C. 
     (Watson crew) 
Carver,  Robert W. 
Carwile,  Allan P. 
Case,  Royce Leo 
Cason,  Alfred G. 
Cassel,  Arnold 
Cassidy,  Duane 
Caster,  William Ira 
Castro,  Edward R. 
Catacalos,  Bilis 
Catterson,  Kenneth L. 
Cavalier,  Vincent J. 
Charbonneau,  Francis 
Chase,  Lewis D. 
Chaudet,  Louis P. 
Chavez,  Martin C. 
Chesshir,  Kenneth P. 
Chmielewski,  Ramond J. 
Chorba,  Robert T. 
Chrisman,  Estil L. 
Christofer,  George B. 
Christopher,  Arthur C. 
Christos,  Christy A. 
Church,  Charles Louis 
Church,  Fred M. 
Church,  Harold M. 
Churchill,  Wesley H. 
Cifrese,  Paul F. 
Cingle, Michael J. 
Civitarese,  William A. 
Clack,  Bill S. 
Clafford,  Lloyd 
Clament,  Jesse R. 
Clark,  Benjamin L. 
Clark,  Francis C. 
Clark,  Joyal O. 
Clark,  Robert M. 
Clarke,  Atwell S. 
Clarke,  Walter F. 
Claude,  Charles L. 
Clements,  Jerauld N. "Jerry" 
Clifton,  Ernest 

 

 
 
 

Arnold,  Robert Waite 
Ashour,  Martin Denis 
Ashton, Jr.,  Leonard C. 
Ashworth,  Dean H. 
Atkins,  James R. 
Atkinson,  Herman 
Atkinson,  Vernon C. 
Atwood,  Doyle 
Audet,  Paul E. 
Augustine,  Joseph J. 
Aukerman,  John V. 
Aune,  Arnt M. 
Austad,  Kermit 
Auten,  William E. 
Avello,  Vincent 
Aver,  Donald M. 
Axson, Jr.,  Jason M. 
Ayers,  Robert F. 
Bachman,  John J. 
Bachman,  Kenneth 
Bacon,  Adrian S. 
Bacon,  Gerard R. 
Bacon,  James C. 
Baer,  Howard F. 
Baethge,  Henry G. 
Baffaro,  Louis 
Bagan,  Wesley 
Bagley,  Bernard 
Bahling,  John W. 
Bailey,  Adrian A. "Bud" 
Bailey,  Ray E. 
Baird,  Harold L. 
Baker,  Albert A. 
Baker,  Cova B. 
Baker,  Hermus C. 
Baldiga,  Edward M. 
Baldwin,  Mondo L. 
Ballard,  Charles W. 
Bancroft, Joseph D. "Dave" 
Bangson,  Barry D. 
Bankert,  James W. 
Baptiste,  Claude A. 
Barkovich,  Fred 
Barnes,  Lynn W. 
Barnes,  Mike K. "Sonny" 
Barnett,  Kenneth H. 
Barnett,  Robert 
Barnhart,  Joseph E. 
Barnshaw,  Thomas J. 
Barnum,  George E. 
Barrett,  Donald L. 
Bartimus,  Neil R. 
Bartlow,  Donald A. 
Bartusiak,  Leonard J. 
Bartusis,  Anthony J. 
Basco,  John J. 
Bash,  Clare C. 
Basham,  James E. 
Bassman,  Fred G. 
Batayias,  Peter K. 

 

 
 
 

Battaglia,  Francis A. "Frank" 
Baughman,  John  
Bauhoff,  Christian J. 
Baumeister,  John J. 
Bawduniak,  John 
Baxter, Jr.,  Morris Vernon 
Baxter,  Richard W. 
Bearden,  Edgar T. 
Beattie,  Hugh Donald 
Beatty,  Oscar L. 
Beavers,  Cecil    
Beck,  Charles M. 
Beck,  John W. 
Becker,  Eugene J. 
Becker,  John J. 
Becker,  Max N. 
Beckley,  Robert John 
Beckstrom,  Kenneth W. 
Beecher,  Edward B. 
Behr,  Jack 
Beighle,  Forest 
Belcher,  Jess 
Bell,  John E. "Johnny" 
Bell,  Marvin G. 
Bell,  Robert 
Bendixon,  Donald L. 
Benefiel,  Phillip L. 
Bennett,  John L. 
Bennett,  Norville W. 
Benningfield,  Harley O. 
Benoe,  William I. 
Berardi,  Vincent P. 
Berggren,  Cecil E. 
Bergquist,  Carl G. 
Bergsma,  Norman E. 
Bernard,  John R. 
Bernier,  Loyola A. 
Berry, Jr.,  Kearie L. 
Berryhill,  Earl J. 
Berthoud,  Charles E. 
Berz,  Marvin S. 
Bestervelt,  Harold J. 
Bethel,  Marvin F. 
Bewley,  James A. 
Biancardi,  Andrew 
Bickford,  Cleo M. 
Biette,  William P. 
Bigda,  Joseph T. 
Bingham, LaFayette Hugh 
Bingle,  Henry 
Birch,  Oral B. 
Bird,  John C. 
Birnbaum,  Jesse L. 
Bischoff,  Albert J. 
Bissin,  Albert 
Bittner,  Walter 
Blacker,  Robert M. 
Blackwell, Jr.,  Wallace H. 
     "Wally" 
Blancett,  Marvin L. 

 

 
 
 

TAPS 
 

The names on the following pages are the men of the 398th who have passed on since arriving home from England in 1945 



  
 

 
 

 
  

Cowen,  Harry R. 
Cowley, Jr.,  John J. 
Cox,  Howard W. 
Cox,  Merle C. 
Cox,  Norman 
Cox,  Paul E. 
Coxey,  John T. 
Cranston, Jr.,  Lyman N. 
Craver,  Robert W. 
Crawford,  Paul F. 
Creech,  Warren 
Crenshaw,  Billy W. 
Cridland,  William C. 
Crocker,  Lawrence F. 
Cron,  Robert G. 
Cronk,  Robert N. 
Cross,  Albert B. 
Crouch,  James C. 
Crowder,  Rod J. 
Cubranich,  Julius P. 
Cucco,  Joseph F. 
Cuda,  George 
Cullinan,  Stephen P. 
Culver,  Lowell Odell 
Cummings,  D. L. 
Cundiff,  Donald W. 
Cunningham,  Byron B. 
Cunningham,  Leo Raphael 
Currie,  Warren H. 
Curtis,  Glenn E. 
Cutcher,  James L. 
Cyr,  Raymond J. 
Dacon,  Charles H. 
D'Addio,  Phillip P. 
Dailey,  Donald H. 
Daily,  Edwin Bruce 
Daino, Robert A. 
Dalton,  Hal W. 
Dalton,  Hollis L. 
Daly,  William J. 
Dames,  John J. 
Darcy,  Lawrence 
Darner,  Leroy A. 
David,  Paul M. 
Davidoff,  Herman Y. 
Davidson,  Warren R. "Whitey" 
Davidson,  William H. 
Davis,  Elwood B. 
Davis,  Jack 
Davis,  Jerald Adams 
Davis,  John H. 
Dean,  William 
Deaton,  Floyd L. 
DeBrocke,  Walter R. 
Decker,  Gerald A. 
Dee, Jr.,  Robert H. 
Deeley,  Donald R. 
DeGuiseppe,  Amedio Gerald 
Deininger,  Paul G. 
DeLancey,  Lawrence 

 

 
 
 

Farewell,  Francis A. 
Farley,  James 
Farley,  Robert  
Farmer,  Edward 
Farmer,  Jack D. 
Farmer,  John M. 
Farnsworth,  Dexter B. 
Farrell,  William A. 
Faughn,  Joseph F. 
Fay,  Andrew F. 
Fedder,  Gordon E. "Gene" 
Feinman,  Gilbert 
Fellows,  Charles E. 
Fender,  Keith C. 
Ferguson,  Edward Loring 
Ferguson,  Reginald C. 
Fernandez,  Frank 
Ferraiuolo,  Joseph 
Ferrante,  William J. 
Ferris,  Garwood 
Fetterman,  Winfred B. 
Fick,  Herbert A. 
Fickess,  Paul L. 
Fields,  Jerome G. 
Figueira,  Arthur L. 
Finn,  Edward J. 
Fischer,  James N. 
Fischer,  Llewellyn Lee 
Fishbeck,  Frank G. 
Fisher Jr.,  Clarence 
Fisher,  Kenneth F. 
Fisher,  Wilbur G. "Bill" 
Flatt, Jr.,  Arthur W. 
Fleckenstein,  Norbert J. 
Fleming,  Horace 
Fletcher,  Maurice C. 
Fletcher,  Richard E. 
Flickinger,  Charles R. 
Flipse,  David 
Flood,  George M. 
Florin,  Henry 
Floyd, Jr.,  Arch C. 
Flynt,  Harold Lewis 
Folger,  Robert A. 
Folmer, Jr.,  William H. 
Fong,  Jimmie W. 
Foraker,  Kenneth H. 
Forsyth,  George W. 
Foster,  Carl F. 
Foster,  Dean L. 
Foster,  George E. 
Foster,  James 
Foster,  Maston M. 
Foster,  Paul E. 
Foster,  Robert J. 
Fowler,  Hannibal C. 
Franceschini,  Gino 
Frankhouser, William L. 
Franks,  Clarence 
Frantz,  Landis A. 

 

 
 
 

Durst,  William K. 
Durtschi,  William John 
Dutra,  Edwin V. 
Dutrow,  Gordon P. 
Duvall,  Rev. James T. 
     (Protestant Chaplain) 
Dwyer,  Wilbur S. 
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“Do not stand at my grave and weep. 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
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Lundy,  Douglas M. 
Lusk, Jr.,  Walter A. "Tom" 
Lutz,  Joseph H. 
Luukinen,  Albert L. 
Lydic,  Eugene "Pick" 
Lyman,  Derald R. 
Lynch,  Floyd A. 
Lynn,  George E. 
Lyons,  Bill  
Mackey,  Frank M. 
Macklin,  Roy D. 
MacPhail,  Basil 
Macyda,  Frank 
Madden,  Edward F. 
Madlung,  Jack Raymond 
Magnan,  Mark W. 
Magness,  Byron 
Maher,  Jere L. 
Mahlum,  Clayton 
Mallory,  Jack D. 
Maloney,  Clarence E. 
Mann,  Clifford G. 
Mann,  Douglas W. 
Manos,  Menelaus John 
Mansell,  Joe K. 
Manske C.,  Fred C. 
Manzi,  Jerry A. 
Mapel,  Donald E. 
Marabeas,  Nickolas 
Marchbanks, Jr.,  Thomas E. 

 

 
 
 

Marchner,  Michael R. 
Marfilius,  Elmer H. 
Marias,  Saul G. 
Markland,  Clifford S. 
Markley,  William C. 
Markowitz,  Dr. Fred 
Marquez, Pasqual 
Marsh,  Walter E. 
Marshall,  Richard 
Martens,  Robert H. 
Martin,  George A. 
Martin,  William W. 
Martinek,  Emil J. 
Martone,  August J. "Augie" 
Martorello,  Angelo C. 
Maryott,  Dana W. 
Masino,  Louis 
Maslyn,  Paul R. 
Mason,  Lonnie D. 
Massey,  Frank H. 
Masters,  Marvert 
Matecki,  John J. 
Mates,  Stanley 
Matheis,  Melville J. 
Matheson,  Burton W. 
Matthews,  Thomas M. 
Mattila,  Hugo A. 
Mattson,  George 
Maudsley,  Donald R. 
Maurer,  Frederick A. 
Maxfield,  John F. 
May,  John M. 
May,  Roy Truman 
Mayers,  Joseph W. 
Mayhall,  James VanBuren 
Mazzanti,  Eugene P. 
McAdam,  Frederick Lawrence 
McAllister,  John G. 
McCormack,  Edward J. 
McCormick,  Cleavland J. 
McCormick,  John R. 
McCoy,  Wayne E. 
McCrae,  Robert 
McCroskey,  Klein L. 
McCurdy,  Robert G. 
McDougal,  Joyce Alonzo "Mac" 
McDougall,  Harry T. 
McGeorge,  George R. 
McGinnis,  William T. 
McGinty,  Henry Joseph 
McGinty,  Martin J. 
McGlaun,  Raymond 
McGovern,  Raymond 
McHorse,  Claud D. 
McIntyre,  Donald B. 
McIntyre,  Ralph H. 
McIver,  Lawrence 
McLaughlin,  Garvin 
McLaughlin,  Ken E. "Bud" 
McLaughlin,  Robert J. 

 

 
 
 

McLaughlin,  William A. 
McMenamin,  John A. 
McMichael,  Robert D. 
McMichael,  Robert F. 
McMillan,  William J. 
McMillen,  William Hale 
McMurray, Quentin H.  "Mac" 
McNalley,  Joseph F. 
McNeil, Jr.,  Claude A. 
McQuitty,  Charles E. 
Meador,  Olan E. 
Medders,  Fritz J. 
Meden,  Frank 
Meeker,  Charles M. 
Meingast,  Joe 
Meinzen,  Wilfred E. 
Meketa,  George 
Mellis,  Charles J. 
Melson,  Rufus  "Buddy" 
Melville,  Tudor A. 
Melvin,  Ernest C. 
Mendoza,  Hilario G. 
Menig,  John 
Menzel,  Arnold 
Menzo,  Vaughn "Eric" 
Merchant, Jr.,  Charles A. 
Merkin,  Arthur 
Mero,  Hamilton A. 
Merritt,  Charles A. 
Merritt,  Donald 
Mertz,  Eugene R. 
Messenger,  Lee 
Messina,  Louis 
Metz, Jr.,  Charles D. 
Meyers,  Francis Hart 
Meyers,  Russell 
Miceli,  Gaspero "Bob" 
Michael,  Charles A. 
Michael,  Edsel G. 
Michael,  Robert D. 
Migdal,  Alvin I. 
Mikulas,  John E. 
Miles,  Alex 
Miller,  Charles J. 
Miller,  Herbert E. 
Miller,  Jean Baptiste 
Miller,  John H. 
Miller, John J.  "Jake" 
Miller,  Lester R. 
Miller,  Lewis M. 
Miller,  Lewis W. 
Miller,  Michael C. 
Miller,  Paul J. 
Miller,  Samuel B. 
Miller,  Walter F. 
Mills,  David W. 
Mills,  Leonard P. 
Mills,  Richard G. "Rocker" 
Minchoff,  Eugene P. 
Mirell,  Nathan 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 

I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 



 
 

  
 

  
Spear,  Charles F. 
Spear, Jr.,  Russell S. 
Spechuilli,  Joseph 
Special,  Peter M. 
Spencer,  Herbert F. 
Sponholtz,  Milo O. 
Spraggins,  George 
Sproul,  Paul R. 
Srader,  John A. 
Stachura,  Robert W. 
Stack,  Henry C. 
Stacy,  Nick 
Stafford III,  Allison John 
Stager,  Robert G. 
Stahlman, Jr.,  Philip H. 
Staley,  C.R. 
Staley,  Edmund E. 
Stallcup,  Harold K. 
Stallings,  Harold O. 
Stanbrough,  Claude 
Stange,  Raymond P. 
Stankiewicz,  Charles J. 
Starkey,  Robert P. 
Staskiel,  Stanley 
Stebick,  Henry J. 
Stecha,  George 
Steele,  Charles H. 
Steele,  Kenneth M. 
Steele, Robert E.  "Bob" 
Steen,  Leo W. 
Stegall,  Durward D. 
Steinberger,  Edwin Moses 
Stelmach,  Walter 
Stensrud,  Merlin A. 
Stenstrom,  Odo J. "Mike" 
Stephans,  James 
Sternadel,  Robert L. 
Stetter,  Paul J. 
Stevens,  Arnold E. 
Stevens,  John F. 
Stewart,  Edward S. 
Stewart,  John H. 
Stichter,  Wellington E. 
Stickel,  Robert F. 
Stiles,  Jack L. 
Stilwell,  Ralph F. 
Stitz,  Thomas J. 
St. Louis, Terence R. 
Stockman,  Albert J. 
Stoll,  Victor K. 
Stombaugh,  Charles E. 
Stone,  Warren M. 
Stoneking,  Vernie V. 
Stout,  Phern 
Stout,  Plato S. 
Stovall,  Lloyd G. 
Strafford,  James C. 
Streitfeld,  Leonard 
Strickrott,  Carl J. 
Stripling,  Aaron M. 

 

 
 
 

Scherer,  Franklin J. 
Schipull,  Loren J. 
Schmalz,  Karl W. 
Schmid,  John F. 
Schmidt,  Richard H. 
Schneider,  Arnold A. "Arnie" 
Schneider,  Jesse 
Schneider,  John G. 
Schoen,  Ernest Algar 
Schoener,  George W. 
Schofield,  James G. 
Schok,  Nicholas R. 
Scholl,  Howard J. 
Scholl,  Leroy S. 
Schroeder,  Allyn 
Schroeder, Melvin C. 
Schultz,  Leonard 
Schultz,  William P. 
Schumacher,  Alphia H. 
Schwan,  William J. 
Schwartz,  Haskell 
Schwerer,  George J. 
Scofield,  Frank C. 
Scott,  Norman T. 
Scott,  Ross F. 
Scott,  William F. 
Scott, Jr.,  Ernest D. 
Scott, Jr.,  Roscoe H. 
Scott, Jr.,  Talma A. 
Scott, Jr.,  Tom B. 
Scoville,  Ray Eldon 
Scribner,  Franklin B. 
Sczesny,  Chester J. 
Seacord,  John W. 
Seal,  Charles Francis 
Seaver,  Warren T. 
Sebastian,  Clyde 
Seibert,  Earl W. 
Selevan,  Arthur 
Self,  Clifton L. 
Selgrath,  John E. 
Sellers,  Lyndell L. "Lynn" 
Serensits,  Joseph S. 
Severson,  Eldon B. 
Shadroui,  Alfred P. 
Shaffer,  Clarence Earl 
Shaffer,  William S. 
Sharp,  Leland A. 
Sharpe, Jr.,  Milton C. 
Shaw,  Albert W. 
Shaw,  Donald J. 
Shearer, Robert J. 
Sheely,  Roy M. 
Sheffer,  Gerald V. 
Sherman,  Richard S. 
Sherrod,  Fred E. 
Sherwood,  Weldon L. 
Shields,  William Louis 
Shimek,  Albert J. 
Shirk,  Arthur C. 

 

 
 
 

Pricer,  Jene L. 
Priestley,  William T. 
Procopio,  Mario A. 
Proctor,  Edmund R. 
Proctor,  Reginald L. 
Pruett,  Clyde A. 
Prugh,  Jesse E. 
Pryor,  Gailliard S. 
Puthoff,  Lewis A. 
Pyles,  Robert F. 
Pysson,  Albert J. 
Quick, Jr.,  Guy C. 
Quinn, John A.. 
Quinn,  Stephen R. 
Radnedge,  William B. 
Rammer,  Robert E. 
Ramsbottom,  Manson 
Randol,  Frank Judson 
Rasmussen,  Robert J. 
Rau,  Charles A. J. 
Rawlins,  Charles F. 
Ray,  Arthur C. 
Ray,  Manuel C. 
Rayes,  Charles J. 
Reaves,  Eugene W. 
Rebillot,  Robert N. 
Reddell,  Raymond F. 
Reddy,  Phillip J. 
Redican,  Francis M. 
Reed,  George 
Reed,  Z.T. 
Rees,  Robert E. 
Reeves,  Eldon E. 
Regello,  Theophilo E. 
Rehme,  Howard W. 
Reid,  Perry D. 
Reiff,  Jessie J. 
Reisser,  Alfred L. 
Rettino,  Richard W. 
Rex,  John H. 
Rheam,  Michael C. 
Rhoten,  Mack Hall 
Riccio,  Michael L. 
Rice,  John W. 
Rice,  William C. 
Rich,  James T. 
Richards, Albert J. 
Richardson,  Robert A. 
Richey,  Edward T. 
Rickabaugh,  Ronald K. 
Riley,  Erwin J. 
Riley,  Howard K. 
Ritter,  Robert T. 
Roades,  Homer C. 
Roark,  Harley 
Robb,  William F. 
Roberts,  Elbert G. "Bill" 
Roberts,  Herman 
Roberts,  John R. "Jack" 
Roberts,  S.D. 

 

 
 
 

Robertson,  Robert 
Robeson,  Paul D. 
Robins,  Charles W. 
Robinson,  Donald E. "Roby" 
Robinson,  Hal D. 
Robinson,  Michael 
Robinson,  Robert H. 
Rockstroh,  Kenneth J. "Rocky  
Roderick,  Paul W. 
Rogers,  Linn R. 
Rohrbach,  Wilbur A. 
Rohrer,  Richard L. "Rip" 
Rolfes,  George 
Roller,  Norman E. 
Rooney,  Peter J. 
Roper,  Leroy 
Rose,  Arthur E. 
Rosenberg,  Robert S. "Ross" 
Rosenzweig,  Harold 
Ross,  Dwight E. 
Ross,  Gaylord 
Ross,  Murray Lorne 
Rossi,  James H. 
Roth,  Seymour 
Rovinsky,  Isadore  
     (Michael Ross) 
Rovinsky,  Raymond R. 
Ruboski,  John A. 
Ruckel,  Benjamin H. 
Rudow,  Henry J. "Hank" 
Rudrud,  Norman V. 
Ruff,  Charles 
Runkle,  Reginald J. 
Runnion,  James D. 
Rush,  Donald E. 
Russell,  Houston R. 
Ryan,  Chester R. 
Ryan,  Dr. John P. 
Ryan,  James B. 
Ryan,  Michael O. 
Ryan,  Michael Patrick 
Ryan,  William J. 
Ryle,  Raymond Samuel 
Sable,  Donald E. 
Sachs,  Stanley E. 
Sacks,  Martin 
Saferite,  Wendell A. 
Saglin,  Carl O. 
Samek,  David J. 
Samuelson,  Conrad E. 
Sandford,  Robert R. 
Sass,  Samuel D. 
Sawyer,  Hiram N. 
Scanlon,  John J. 
Schaal,  Arthur H. 
Schaffer,  Andrew  "Andy" 
Schallert,  Maurice 
Schanzbach,  John Henry 
Schapiro,  Joseph S. 
Schatz,  George E. 

 

 
 
 

Shirk,  Charles W. 
Shoptaw,  George A. 
Shott,  Edwin "Ned" 
Shreve,  Eli 
Shultz, Jr.,  Charles Yandell 
Shuptrine,  Harold R. 
Shutes,  Bernard R. 
Shutts,  Kenneth E. 
Sichting,  William M. 
Siegel,  Herman S. 
Siegenthaler,  Anthony F. 
Sigsworth,  John R. 
Silk,  James E. 
Sillin,  James Clifford 
Simeral,  Robert K. 
Sirota,  Benjamin 
Sistek,  Anton A. 
Sitler,  William A. 
Skarda,  Joseph W. 
Skeem,  Arlo J. 
Skellenger,  Walt B. 
Skinner,  William G. 
Skjod,  Delbert J. 
Skonberg,  Loren R. 
Slavin,  Aaron 
Slawson,  Thomas G. 
Sleaman,  Harry J. 
Slowinski,  Frank J. 
Slusher,  Clinton E. 
Small,  Walter G. 
Smerko,  Joseph 
Smith,  Clarence A. 
Smith,  Coy 
Smith,  Donald E. 
Smith,  Forest C. 
Smith,  Frank 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  Harold L. 
Smith,  Herbert E. 
Smith,  Jack H. 
Smith,  James W. 
Smith,  John E. 
Smith,  John R. 
Smith,  Oscar J. 
Smith,  Paul Wilbur 
Smith,  Ralph D. 
Smith,  Tom 
Smith,  Willie 
Smith, Jr.,  Harry O. 
Snyder,  Frank A. 
Snyder, Jr.,  Harold E. 
Sorbel,  Otto J. 
Sorensen,  Phillip G. 
Sorrell,  Glenn M. 
Soule,  Edmund D. 
Southwick,  Earl J. 
Sowby,  Lindsay W. 
Spain,  Edwin F. 
Spangler,  Harold F. 
Spaw,  Elmer S. 

 

 
 
 

Parks,  Everett 
Parlange, Jr.,  Walter C. 
Parrish,  Lewis E. 
Parsons,  Beach H. 
Passmore,  Joeseph 
Paugh,  Thomas E. 
Paul, Jr.,  Laurence P. 
Paulin, John G. 
Paxson,  Theodore E. 
Payne,  Claude N. 
Payne,  Marshall M. 
Peach,  Tom 
Peachey,  Claude L. 
Peek,  Kenneth R. 
Peirce, William Burke 
Penders,  Robert 
Pendleton,  Charles B. 
Penland,  Joe R. 
Pennylegion,  Edward D. 
Perez,  Ventura 
Perkins,  Guy A. 
Perlstein,  Justin S. "Jim" 
Perotti,  Joseph C. 
Perrou,  Ed 
Perry,  Arthur M. 
Petersen,  Tracy J. 
Peterson,  Christian 
Peterson,  Felix J. 
Peterson,  Paul M. 
Peterson,  Raymond 
Petrocine,  Norman T. "Pep" 
Petska,  Albert M. 
Pettus,  J. Donald 
Pfeiffer,  Robert E. 
Phillips,  Henry B. 
Pichette,  Albert W. 
Picket,  Paul E. 
Pierson,  Donald G. 
Pierzchala,  Benjamin J. 
Pigg,  Elmer 
Piha,  Francis F. "Frank" 
Pilarcik,  Andrew J. 
Pinner, Howard M. 
Pintek,  Joe 
Podesta,  Eugene T. 
Polla,  George E. 
Poole,  Edward O. 
Poole, Jr.,  Walter W. 
Pope,  Kermit R. "Rudy" 
Poss,  Maurice J. 
Poston,  Bryan A. 
Poston,  Carl W. 
Poston,  Roy W. 
Potashkin,  Herbert 
Powell,  James Irl 
Powell,  John E. 
Powell,  Olin H. 
Powell,  Samuel 
Prather, M. Lynn 
Prettyman,  William B. 
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When you awaken in the mornings hush - I am the swift uplifting rush 
of quiet birds in circled flight, I am the soft stars that shine at night. 

 
 



 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

August 9 – 12, 2017 
 

34th Annual 
398th BGMA Reunion 

 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
 

Our hotel this year is the 
Red Lion Salt Lake Downtown, 

also known as;  
 
 

”Hotel RL Salt Lake City”  
161 W 600 S 

Salt Lake City, UT 84101  
 

Reservations: 800-733-5466 
 

Ask for the 398th BG Rate of 
$119 per night 

(+13.1% tax = $134.60) 
 

Free Airport Shuttle 
Free Parking 
Free Wi-Fi 

Free Bike Rental 
Outdoor Pool 

Onsite Restaurant & Lounge 
Pet Friendly Rooms 

 
Our complete itinerary and 
Registration Form will be in 

the April Flak News.  

 
 
 
 

 
Zagelow,  Larry W. 
Zajic,  Raymond J. 
Zampetti,  Dr, Herman A. 
Zawatsky,  Walter F. 
Zehr,  Lawrence D. 
Zeller,  Louis 
Ziers,  Richard L. 
Zimmer,  Charles E. 
Zimmerman,  Leland 
Zins,  Samuel I. 
Zinter,  Marshall E 
Zoldy, Jr.,  Eugene T. 
Zottola,  Richard A. 
Zufall,  Conrad M. 
Zwaanstra,  William P. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Strnad,  Frank R. 
Strohschein,  Wallace 
Struckmeyer,  Tom 
Studor,  Howard P. 
Suggett,  Walter E. 
Sulkey,  Gilbert J. 
Sullivan,  Horace 
Sullivan,  Lewis Edward 
Sullivan,  Rev. Walter B. 
     (Catholic Chaplain) 
Sundheim,  Lloyd M. 
Sutton,  Barney M. 
Sutton,  Charles Kenneth 
Swan Jr.,  Neil 
Swan, Jr.,  Phillip R. 
Swarmer,  Dennis B. 
Swed,  Morris Feldman 
Sweet,  Dr. Robert B. 
Swift,  David E. 
Swjantek,  Charles 
Szubka,  Sigmund S. "Ziggy" 
Tacker,  Laurence J. 
Talbott,  Ray A. 
Tangney,  James W. 
Tanksley,  Linder 
Tarr  Joseph A. 
Tatarian,  Thomas 
Tatchio,  Orrin R. 
Taylor,  Arthur R. 
Taylor,  Emmett Lee 
Taylor,  Franklin W. 
Taylor,  George A. 
Taylor,  Robert R. 
Taylor,  William A. 
Taylor,  William P. 
Teague,  Herbert 
Templeton,  Robert A. 
Terbieten,  Dr. Urban 
Terrion,  Leo W. 
Test, Jr.,  Lee Roy 
Testori,  Lawrence 
Thacker,  Ike H. 
Thaxton, Jr.,  John Wesley 
Thibault,  Roland G. 
Thomas,  Henry R. 
Thomas,  Howard M. 
Thomas,  John J. 
Thompson,  George L. 
Thompson,  Lowell E. 
Thompson,  Nolan J. 
Thompson,  Oakley J. 
Thompson,  Robert  
Thompson,  William H. 
Thomson, Jr.,  Frank M. 
Thorne,  James M. 
Thorsen,  Edward C. 
Thumler,  Walter L. 
Tilbury,  George W. 
Tilden,  George I. 
Tillman,  Wally 

 

 
 
 

Tillotson,  Albert R. 
Timm,  Wilber D. 
Tolbert,  Joseph F. 
Tola,  Joe P. 
Toler,  Luther 
Tolle,  Everett A. 
Tomaino,  Antonio J. 
Tomsho,  John E. 
Tone,  Emmett W. 
Tope,  Carl J. 
Tornese,  Louis 
Totter,  Joseph M. 
Townsend,  Charles S. "Chuck" 
Towsley,  Ken H. 
Tracey,  Claude W. 
Trask,  Gerald E. 
Travers,  Chester J. "Chet" 
Travers,  John T. 
Treff,  Lee M. 
Triebwasser,  Sidney 
Trigher,  Sidney K. 
Trokey,  Maurice S. 
Troost,  Herbert M. 
Troth,  Hugh I. 
Trout,  Ralph Davis 
Tryon,  William V. 
Tucker,  Ernest F. 
Tucker,  Frank 
Turner,  Mark 
Turner,  Raymond M. 
Turney,  Albert Daniel 
Tynes,  Thomas C. 
Uhl,  Robert G. 
Ullman,  Robert A. 
Ullom,  Robert E. 
Ulstad,  Duane E. 
Unkel,  Rudolph E. 
Unverzagt,  Daniel 
Upmeier,  Thomas J. 
Urbain,  Lavern "Bud" 
Urso,  Adolph C. 
Vacek,  Edward 
Vale,  William G. 
Valenti,  Frank 
Valentine,  Buford B. "Boots" 
Vallish,  Edward J. 
Van Dyke,  Donald J. 
Van Opdorp,  Harold 
Van Pelt,  Richard J. 
Vanner,  Thomas B. 
Varn,  John D. 
Veech,  Evart M. 
Veenschoten,  John C. 
Vela,  George E. 
Veley,  Lester B. 
Vernet, Jr.,  Waldemer A. 
     "Wally" 
Vicha,  Raymond A. 
Vincent,  Robert W. 
Vines,  John H. 

 

 
 
 

Vitelli,  Anthony 
Vogt,  Carl J. 
Vollhaber,  Warren 
Vollmar, Jr.,  Joseph E. 
Volz,  John K. 
Vredenburg,  Donald A. 
Waaramaa,  Arthur Emil 
Waddell,  Charles B. 
Wagner, Jr.,  Meyer C. "Buddy" 
Waldbauer,  Charles A. 
Waldman,  Benjamin I. 
Waldorf,  Burton R. 
Waldrip,  Guy D. 
Walker,  Robert L. 
Walkup, Jr.,  Charles A. 
Wallace,  Frank G. 
Wallin,  Wayne Eric 
Wallrath,  Raymond J. 
Walter,  R.N. 
Walters,  Louis J. 
Walters,  Robert W. 
Walthall,  Ernest 
Walthall,  Turner A. 
Ward,  Art  
Ward,  John R. 
Waring,  Leonard H. 
Warner,  John S. 
Warren,  Alfred  
Warren,  Gene Lawson 
Warren,  Sanford Lee 
Waslow,  Soloman 
Wasserman,  Charles Isadore 
Watkins,  Samuel R. 
Watson, Jr., Arthur C. 
Watson,  Leland H. 
Weatherwax,  Clifford D. 
Weaver,  Wayne 
Webb,  Harry C. 
Webb,  Henry 
Webb,  John J. 
Weckerle,  Frank F. 
Weekley, Harold D.  "Hal" 
Weeks,  Charles B. 
Weiler,  Frank J. 
Weisend,  Wendell H. 
Welder,  Leo J. 
Welence,  Edmund W. 
Wells,  Burton B. 
Wells,  David 
     (Honorary Member) 
Welty,  Robert M. 
Wermes,  Donald J. 
Wernecke,  Vonnerlin 
Werner,  Eugene H. 
Westall,  Woodrow H. 
Weymer,  Horace J. "Hank" 
Wheeler,  William J. 
Wheeless,  Hallice A. 
White,  Alton C. 
White,  Ernest "Gene" 

 

 
 
 

White, Jr.,  Victor H. 
Whitehead,  Fred A. 
Whitman,  Fred E. 
Whorton,  James H. 
Wickham,  James E. 
Wickman,  Walter E. 
Wier,  Joseph P. 
Wierney,  Joseph 
Wiggins, Jr.,  Robert E. 
Wight,  Bill V. 
Wilbur,  Charles R. "Chuck" 
Wilczak,  Stanley A. 
Wilde,  George J. 
Wilkinson,  Arthur 
Will,  Ralph F. 
Williams,  Frank J. 
Williams,  James R. 
Williams,  Norman W. 
Williams,  William Crutchfield 
Williams, Jr.,  Dick 
Williamson,  Delmar R. 
Williamson,  Rufus C. 
Wilson,  Claude 
Wilson,  John Herbert "Dutch" 
Wilson,  William C. 
Wilson,  William R. 
Wimbish, Jr.,  James L. "Jerry" 
Wimer,  William C. 
Windmueller,  Richard R. 
Wineman,  Edward C. 
Wingate,  William R. 
Winkler,  Raymond A. 
Winslow,  Raymond L. 
Winters,  Raymond W. 
Wintersteen,  Jack 
Wismer,  Frederick C. 
Withers,  Horace 
Withrow,  Wilbur M. 
Woelflin,  Leslie E. 
Wohleber,  John M. 
Wolf,  Melvin A. 
Wolfe,  Leonard R. 
Wolff,  Walter A. 
Wolford,  Gerald T. 
Womeldurf,  James Franklin 
Wood,  Marvin J. 
Woodcock, Jr.,  William H. 
Woodham,  Warren W. 
Woodmansee,  D. A. 
Woodring,  David 
Woodruff,  Clinton L. 
Woods,  Charles Dean 
Woods, Jr.,  Marcus J. 
Woodson,  Harold W. 
Woodson,  Woodrow 
Woolf,  James A. 
Woolley,  Robert A. 
Woosley,  Harry 
Worrell,  Floyd G. 
Wralstad,  George Elmer 

 

 
 
 

Wright,  Ellsworth S. 
Wright,  Warren H. 
Wright,  William L. 
Wright,  William M. 
Wright, III,  Parke 
Wright, Jr.,  William A. 
Wroe,  Lester L. 
Wurth,  Robert 
Wymer,  Kenneth M. 
Yager,  Barrett G. 
Yarmoski,  Frank 
Yip,  Judge James S. 
Young,  Albin M. 
Young,  Donald R. 
Ytuarte,  Raymond 
Zachman,  William W. 
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Do not stand at my grave and cry.  I am not there, I did not die.” 
 

This poem “Eulogy for a Veteran” is from the website ‘In Honor of Our Military’ 
 
 



 
    VETERAN OF THE GAME 
      Continued from Page 3…      

 
 

 

REDWOOD TREES AT NUTHAMPSTEAD? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Last year we heard from Mark Flynn, a local flying 
enthusiast who lives close to old Station 131.  He wrote: 
 
 

“I lived near the airfield and have flown on and off from the 
airfield (in light aeroplanes) for the last 38 years. I have on 
occasion met some of the veterans during reunion visits 
and once had the pleasure of flying some around the area 
in a 172  [Cessna 172 single-engine plane]. 
 

A friend locally has just told me that in the woods to the 
south of the runway, you can still find an occasional 
Redwood (Sequoia) tree. Not being indigenous, these 
trees were apparently planted during the war each time a 
B17 failed to return. 
 

I wondered if you might be able to confirm this story.” 
 
 

Have any of you out there heard this story before?  
Veterans, do you recall seeing these Redwoods or 
witnessed the planting of these trees while stationed at 
Nuthampstead?  If you have any information please        
e-mail Lee Bradley at: historian@398th.org  

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Eventually, Reveman and crew got to Station 131, 
Nuthampstead in England, from which they completed 24 
successful missions, a rare feat, given the casualty loss of the 
U.S. Air Force was 25%. “That’s a lot of missions,” Reveman 
asserted.  In fact, during WWII the Air Force had the highest 
rate of mortality.  But by the time Reveman entered the 
European Theatre of Battle in December 1944, the tide of the 
war had turned.  The once mighty German Luftwaffe was 
decimated and the Allies had gained control of the skies.  Still, 
conditions were dangerous and any moment could be your 
last.  “We had a ‘good luck’ plane, nicknamed “Queenie,” 
cobbled together from replacement parts,” Reveman said. 
 

 According to the young radio operator, there could be as 
many as 1,000 planes on a mission, all flying in formation.  
The coordination of so many machines, maneuvering into 
position, was a remarkable feat in and of itself.  And getting 
into formation was only half the battle.  Retaining position, 
while hell broke loose around you, was nigh impossible.  
 

 That “hell” came in the form of Flak, fired from the ground 
from large artillery pieces and would either detonate at a 
particular altitude or when the shell came into close proximity 
of an aircraft. The idea was not necessarily to take out 
individual bombers, but rather to disrupt large formations, 
breaking them into smaller packets, which were easier to deal 
with. 
 

 There was little space for the nine crew members to move 
in the cabin, and the temperature was 20 – 40 degrees below 
zero at 25,000 feet, the altitude at which the bombs were 
released.  “You dropped your payload and then skedaddled,” 
Reveman said.  “When you saw smoke… okay. That means 
the bombs exploded.  If there was no smoke… uh, oh!” 
 

 It was just such a circumstance, during what would turn out 
to be Reveman’s last mission, which nearly ended the radio 
operator’s life for a second time.  It wasn’t, however, a bomb 
in Queenie which malfunctioned, but rather one in a plane just 
ahead. Something had gone awry with the release mechanism 
on the bay doors of the aircraft, so the crew were ordered to 
manually release their payload.  When the explosive finally 
dropped, it detonated immediately. 
 

 The tight formation, which served to protect the fleet during 
runs, now proved calamitous.  Six planes were taken out, 
including Queenie, which lost two of its four engines in the 
explosion and was careening toward a crash landing behind 
enemy lines.  An airfield spotted in the distance seemed the 
crew’s only salvation, but it proved too far for the rapidly  

descending B-17, which struck an outcropping and split in two 
as it hit the ground. Reveman awoke amid an inferno unable to 
move. Fortunately, two mates discerned him in the 
conflagration and pulled him out, but not before Reveman’s 
size 12 boots were torn free of his feet!  By this time in the war, 
Patton was racing through the countryside to beat the 
Russians to Berlin and it was his army which found the young 
radio operator and the surviving members of his crew. [all 
members of the Traeder Crew survived this crash landing in 
the outskirts of Paderborn] 
 

 For the injuries he sustained in combat, Reveman earned 
the illustrious Purple Heart.  And for his military service overall, 
he received a standing ovation from the packed stands at 
Yankee Stadium. The original House that Ruth Built was 
dismantled after the 2008 season.  The new ballpark opened 
for the 2009 season right on the site of Macombs Dam Park, 
where Reveman played ball as a youth.  He’d returned eighty 
years later to get the ovation he’d always dreamt of, not as a 
baseball hero, but as an American hero. 
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There was not a lot left of poor “Queenie” after crash landing 
at Paderborn April 13, 1945. Joe and the Traeder Crew were 

lucky to survive that one! 

mailto:historian@398th.org


  

 CLOTHING 
 All shirts select size: 
 

 ____S   ____M   ____L   ____XL   ____XXL 
 

____ T-Shirt, black, “398th BG Flying Fortress”  $15.00  ______ 
____ T-Shirt, navy, with B-17 front view  $20.00 ______ 
____ T-Shirt, white, with Triangle W on front,  $15.00 ______ 
  Clearing & Colder on back  
____ T-Shirt, white, with Group logo on front,  $25.00 ______  
  Squadron logo on back 
    select:  ___600   ___601   ___602   ___603    
____ Men’s Denim Shirt, long sleeve, 398th logo   $25.00 ______ 
____ Men’s Golf Shirt, blue, embroidered Triangle W $25.00 ______ 
   
 

             
 SQUADRON CAPS 
____ Select:  ___600   ___601   ___602   ___603      $20.00 ______ 
 
 
 

 LAPEL PINS 
____ Squadron  pin            $7.00 ______ 
   select:  ___600   ___601   ___602   ___603 
____ Group pin Hell From Heaven  $7.00 ______ 
____ Group pin blue with B-17  $7.00 ______ 
____ 8th Air Force pin  $7.00 ______ 
____ Silver B-17 pin  $5.00 ______ 
____ Cadet pin  $5.00 ______ 
____ Air Force 70th Anniversary pin – Rapid City        $40.00 ______ 
   
 
 

 PATCHES 

____ Squadron Patch 3"                                                $7.00 ______ 
     select:  ___600   ___601   ___602   ___603 
____ B-17 Jacket Patch, 4"x3"  $7.00 ______ 
____ 8th Air Force Patch, 3”  $7.00 ______ 
____ Group Patch Hell From Heaven, 2½"x3"  $7.00 ______ 
 
 
 

 BOOKS, CDs & DVDs Media (includes postage) 
 

____ Fortresses Over Nuthampstead (Bishop)  $30.00 ______ 
____ 398th History (1946, photo copy)  $20.00 ______ 
____ Mission Memories (Ibeling)    $8.00 ______ 
____ Return to Station 131- Memorial Dedication 
 June 2000 - DVD  $20.00 ______ 
 
 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHS & PRINTS 
____ Sunset at Nuthampstead, 8"x10"           $7.00 ______ 
 
 
 

 MISCELLANEOUS 
____ Bumper Sticker (red, white & black)  $4.00 ______ 
____ 50 Caliber Bullet Pen (Group Logo)                    $40.00 ______  
____ B17 Scale Model  (12.5 in x 9 in)  $17.00 ______ 
____ Blue Ballpoint Pen (398th imprint)  $7.00 ______ 
____ Coaster (Clearing & Colder imprint)                     $6.00 ______ 
____ Earrings – clip (Group Logo)                            $11.00 ______ 
____ Earrings – pierced (Group Logo)  $11.00 ______ 
  

____ Notecards – B-17 Flying  Fortress (set of 10)     $11.00 ______ 

 

____ FLAK NEWS Flash Drive  Aug ‘86 to July‘12  $40.00 ______ 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
   
  
 
 
               

     
  
  
           
  
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
     
     

 
 

398th Bomb Group PX 
(The Second Generation) 

BRIEF – things 
 

 

Exciting news for all 398-ers and those with general interest 
in WWII. David Dorfmeier just announced the recent 
publication of his book about his father's experience as 
a POW during WWII. 
 
David wrote on his book website; “The story of “C-lager: 
Stalag Luft IV & the 86-Day Hunger March” is about the 
service history of my father, Sergeant Donald D. Dorfmeier 
[Carter Crew, 601st  SQ], an overview of the air war in 
Europe, and the airmen in his lager who participated in the 
long march out of Pomerania. The story chronicles the 
heroism and spirit of these the airmen who exhibited the 
courage and inspiration to persevere in spite of great 
hardships and much suffering that would "haunt them for 
many years to come." 
 
For additional information about David’s most excellent book, 
go to: http://www.c-lager.com/book.html  - and you may 
order his book at: www.amazon.com/books  
 
 

TOTAL 
 

ORDER FORM 
QTY ITEM  UNIT 

 COST 

Postage add $7.00, $9.00 if order over $20.00                     $________ 
Cost of All Items ordered    $________ 

Payment in US funds to “398th Bomb Group PX”  Total    $ ________ 

Address  ________________________________________________ 
Name ___________________________________________________ 

City _________________________  State ____   ZIP __________ 
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Telephone & E-Mail  ___________________________________________ 
 

Mail completed order form and check to:  
Carolyn Widmann, 16589 Brookhollow Dr, Westfield, IN 46062-7150  
 

Telephone:   317-867-1898          E-Mail:  carolynwidmann@aol.com 

 

Cadet Donald Dorfmeier, 
1943 

C-Lager Book Cover 

 

2017 DUES ARE DUE!! 
 
Please mail your $20 Membership Dues 

($100 lifetime) 
 

Made payable to the 398th BGMA, to: 
 

Dawne Dougherty 
951 S 9th Street 

Harrisburg, OR  97446-9585 
 

Please help support your 398th BGMA 
 

And mail your dues today! 

http://www.c-lager.com/book.html
http://www.amazon.com/books
mailto:carolynwidmann@aol.com
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Ruthanna M. Doerstler 
 
 
 

Ruthanna, affectionately known as “The Kid” by her late husband Wayne, sadly passed away March 20, 2016.  Ruthanna had 
always been a great supporter and benefactor of the 398th BGMA and also the Nuthampstead Airfield Museum.  Her final gift 
was $34,000.00 bequeathed to the 398th BGMA in her will.  She did not forget the 398th and we will never forget her. 
 

In addition to her involvement with the 398th, Ruthanna had many other hobbies and interests including bird watching, bowling 
and ice dancing.  Yes, ice dancing!  Ruthanna began ice skating in 1971 at Park City Ice Skating Rink and later joined the 
Hershey Figure Skating Club, where she and her skate partner, Gene Henkel, won numerous medals in Hershey and 
Philadelphia area competitions.  
 

Ruthanna met her husband, Wayne, in Hollidaysburg, PA, while working as a waitress at Dave’s Dream. They were married 
August 17, 1975.  Wayne was a flight engineer gunner with the R. A. Griffin Crew, 602nd SQ.  He was a lifetime member of the 
398th BGMA, which Ruthanna joined in 1988. They enjoyed traveling and visited many countries including Germany, Belgium, 
Scotland, and England.  Wayne preceded her in death on January 3, 2002. 


